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A Talk With Your Kids About Smoking

A Talk With Your Kids About Smoking is a new DVD by Patrick Reynolds, who walked away from his family’s business after watching his father, R.J. Reynolds Jr., die from smoking-caused emphysema. The elder Reynolds smoked the RJR brand, Camel, later switching to RJR’s Winston brand. 

Patrick first testified publicly against tobacco before Congress in July, 1986. He was described by former Surgeon General C. Everett Koop in 2005 as “one of the nation’s most influential advocates of a smoke-free America.”

 The video opens with Reynolds telling an audience of one thousand teens the story of watching his father die. He asks them, “How many of you do not have your biological father living at home with you?” We watch as four to five hundred teens slowly raise their hands. “In that moment,” in the words of teacher Hali Rosen of Hawthorne (CA) High School, “a bond was formed.”

Reynolds next emphasizes the addictiveness of nicotine, and discusses how the tobacco industry has targeted kids in cigarette ad campaigns. He shows ads from 2006 for Camels with candy flavors, such as “Warm Winter Toffee,” “Kauai Kolada,” and “Winter Mocha Mint.” The video shows special-edition KOOL cigarette packs with drawings of hip-hop artists, rappers, DJs and a youth party on the packages. 

Reynolds tells the teens, “The tobacco industry knows that 90 per cent of all U.S. smokers become addicted before reaching age 19, and that very few get hooked after that age. So they have targeted youth in their ads.”

This multi-media presentation includes award-winning TV spots, film clips, photos, and graphics. Humorous spoof ads show “Joe Chemo” in a hospital bed and FOOL cigarettes. One ad for “Malboro Country” depicts a group of smokers huddling in the cold outside a building with a NO SMOKING sign. 

Perhaps the most moving part is when Reynolds tells the story of Sean Marsee, who died of cancer at the age of 19. He shows before and after photos which clearly shock his young audience. Sean chewed tobacco until he noticed a lesion on his tongue. His tongue had to be removed, and he could no longer talk. In a second operation, he lost part of his nose and jaw. The once handsome young athlete was disfigured and in pain, and died before reaching age 20.  
A Talk With Your Kids About Smoking is about a good deal more than tobacco prevention. Reynolds also discusses drugs, and urges kids to connect with others, as problems arise. 
Near the end, Reynolds points to studies showing that many of today’s teens have reduced expectations, and believe they face a bleak future.
“If a young person has diminished outlook,” says Reynolds, “they may be more likely to smoke, drink or use drugs. In every live talk I give and in the new DVD of my talk, I offer a message toward the end, aiming to inspire them and fill them with hope for the future. The goal here is to motivate them to stay tobacco, alcohol and drug free, for the truly wondrous years ahead.” (See online video clip No 5, viewable at www.tobaccofree.org/clips/talk.htm. Beta tape upon request). 
Reynolds closes with this promise: “I have a vision that we will have a tobacco free society. I promise you it’s coming one day -- because of you,” he tells the audience.  
Are terrorism, global warming, AIDS and Iraq causing kids to lose faith in the future?
New DVD offers youth an inspirational message 

“If we can build our teens’ faith in the future, it will help motivate them to stay tobacco, drug and alcohol free,” says Patrick Reynolds, a grandson of R.J. Reynolds and longtime champion of the tobacco-free cause. 
Mr. Reynolds points to studies showing that many of today’s youth have reduced expectations, and believe they face a bleak future. “If a young person has diminished outlook,” says Reynolds, “the data shows they are more likely to smoke, drink or use drugs.” 
Near the conclusion of his new DVD and live talks, Reynolds offers an inspiring message aiming to fill youth with hope for the years ahead. 
“The goal is to motivate teens to stay tobacco, alcohol and drug free -- for the truly wondrous times ahead of us,” he says. 
His acclaimed DVD shows a live talk he gave to 1,000 9th graders; it is available at Amazon.com. 

Mr. Reynolds is President of The Foundation for a Smokefree America in Los Angeles, and speaks nationally at middle schools, high schools and colleges around the US. He has no connection to Big Tobacco. 
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Patrick Reynolds
Bio
Patrick Reynolds is a leader and prominent voice in the anti-tobacco crusade, but he is also the grandson of R.J. Reynolds, founder of the tobacco company. 

Patrick turned against the product that made the family fortune after he watched his father R.J. Reynolds, Jr., die at 58 from emphysema caused by a years of smoking. His oldest brother R.J. Reynolds III, and other members of his family, would also die from cigarette-induced emphysema and lung cancer. 

Concerned about the mounting health evidence, Patrick made the decision to speak out against the industry his family helped build. In July, 1986, he became the first tobacco industry figure to speak out publicly at a Congressional hearing, in which he testified in favor of a ban on cigarette advertising. 

Over the next 20 years, his continuing advocacy work, motivational talks to youth, and appearances in the national press and on TV have made him a well-known and respected champion of a smoke free society. His Foundation’s websites remind millions of people annually of the dangers of smoking.

Reynolds testified a second time in Congress in 1987, joining the many voices that have helped bring about the present ban of smoking on all U.S. domestic flights.

In 2005 former U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop commented, “Patrick Reynolds is one of the nation’s most influential advocates of a smoke free America. His testimony is invaluable to our society.”

In 1989 Reynolds founded the Foundation for a Smokefree America, a nonprofit group whose mission is to motivate youth to stay tobacco free and empower smokers to quit successfully. Today he is a frequent speaker at colleges, middle schools and high schools, presenting his unique talk, The Truth About Tobacco. Patrick has spoken live to more than 150,000 students. 

Over the years, Reynolds has advocated before dozens of municipal and State legislatures in support of proposed smoking ordinances which later became law. He called for campaign finance reform, and has campaigned for numerous State tobacco tax increases, vending machine bans, 100 per cent smoking bans, and laws to limit youth access. He has approached several members of the U.S. Congress about the aggressive advertising of U.S. brands in the Third World and Asia. 

Mr. Reynolds has also called for governors and state legislatures to restore tobacco prevention programs to State budgets. He says, “When tobacco prevention programs are adequately funded for five years or longer, states such as Florida have seen a 50 per cent drop in the middle school smoking rate and a 35 per cent cut in high school smoking. States with poorly funded programs have not seen that much decrease in their youth smoking rate.” 

Mr. Reynolds will released a new DVD for families, A Talk With Your Kids About Smoking, on March 26, 2007 at Amazon.com. Illustrated with award-winning TV spots, film clips and anti-smoking graphics, the video sends an empowering message to youth about cigarette advertising, smoking in films, and the addictiveness of nicotine. 
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Mr. Reynolds also offers his unique “initiation for teens,” rooted in ancient tradition.  (See http://www.tobaccofree.org/children.htm#initiation  ) 
The DVD closes with Mr. Reynolds’ inspirational message of hope for the future, especially needed by today’s youth, who live under the shadows of terrorism, global warming, AIDS, and an uncertain economy.  (See online video clip No. 5, Faith in the Future, at www.tobaccofree.org/clips/talk.htm) 
Reynolds is the co-author with Tom Shachtman of a colorful family biography titled The Gilded Leaf. Originally published to rave reviews in 1989 by Little, Brown, the book spans three generations of the R.J. Reynolds family. It came back into print in March, 2007 through the publisher iUniverse. 
In college, Patrick studied in the cinema departments at UCLA and USC. Following this, from 1975 to 1985, Patrick earned a living as an actor, appearing in numerous television shows and films, including the Tony Randall Show, Bernice Bobs Her Hair and starring as the half-man, half-robot Mandroid in Empire Pictures’ Eliminators, released in 1,200 theaters in February, 1989, and on video later the same year. 
In 1988 the United Nations’ World Health Organization honored Patrick Reynolds with a special award. Mt. Sinai Hospital in Chicago awarded him its 1989 Humanitarian of the Year Award. In June, 2007 Patrick will marry in his hometown of Los Angeles.

Available at Amazon.com
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Praise for 
A Talk With Your Kids About Smoking 


"I have recently reviewed and evaluated a tobacco use prevention video, A Talk With Your Kids About Smoking, which features Patrick Reynolds. He is a grandson of RJ Reynolds, and well known to schools throughout the nation as a sought-after tobacco prevention speaker.  

"This video, which shows a live talk to high school students by Mr. Reynolds, is a compelling and honest overview of the health problems caused by tobacco. The video is an excellent fit with our high school unit on tobacco, alcohol and other drugs. It meets all of our factual information objectives on tobacco use. 

"It is the best and most up-to-date video on the topic of teen and adult tobacco use. It has no weaknesses! In my opinion, after viewing many similar videos, it is the best video available. " 
Russell Henke
Evaluator of Health Education materials 
Montgomery County Public Schools
Montgomery County, Maryland 
"This video had a huge impact on my kids. I have shown it to all of my PE kids -- 6th and 8th grade -- and they were enthralled. I've never had 42 children in a portable classroom so quietly at the same time! We were so moved that many different activities stemmed from the viewing, and I am wrapping up the Tobacco unit with two days in our computer lab, going on a virtual field trip and taking a Webquest. I am grateful for this video." 

Carol Carey, PE teacher
Dartmouth Middle School
San Jose, CA
"A Talk With Your Kids About Smoking is a powerful mix of great TV spots, live talk, photos, film clips, and excellent graphics. This video was so effective; it will be an important part of our new tobacco education campaign. It should be in every middle and high school library." 


Linda Currier, Safe and Drug Free Schools
Drug Education Coordinator,Eagle Mountain-Saginaw School District
Fort Worth, TX 
DVD CREDITS

Produced, hosted and written by
Patrick Reynolds

Introduction narrated by
Lisa Guyton

Editor
Timothy Crance
PSAs
Center for Disease Control’s Media Resource Center & Cygnus Corp

Additional PSAs
American Lung Association of Los Angeles
Camera crews provided by
Score & Goal in the Classroom, Fort Worth, TX
Second unit video
Jimages, Inc.

Art design (Joe Chemo, Malboro County & Fool images)
Adbusters.org
Additional photos (Sean Marsee before and after)
Sean Marsee and family

Recorded live at
Richland and Birdville High Schools, Fort Worth, TX
Post production
Crance Films

Additional editing and DVD authoring
Kevco West, www.Shootyour.tv

DVD duplication
Tag Digital

Distribution
Victory Multimedia
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